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Dressage Judges 
Guidelines for Judging Riding Club Competitions 
 
Introduction 
The information contained in this document is designed to give you a greater understanding as to what is 
required at each level within the Association of Irish Riding Clubs.   This will ensure that all dressage competitions 
are judged fairly and in accordance with the rules of the Association. 
 
Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact National Office for clarification. 
 
Grades 
 

RC Preliminary 1 
Criteria What is expected of Rider/Horse 
They may not compete in Dressage Ireland 
competitions. 

• Ride their horse in a steady rhythm in all 
three gaits (walk, trot and canter) showing 
relaxation. 

• Ride their horse on the correct bend. 
• Ride on the correct trot diagonal and canter 

lead. 

RC Preliminary 2 
Dressage: They may compete in Dressage Ireland 
competitions or unregistered dressage competitions, up 
to and including Preliminary standard.  Should they 
obtain points in Dressage Ireland competitions, they will 
be required to upgrade to Intermediate.  Should they 
obtain 60% or higher in an unregistered dressage 
competition, they will be required to upgrade to 
Intermediate. 

As per previous grade and in addition: 
• Show relaxation, suppleness and moments 

of ‘contact’. 

RC Preliminary 3 
They may compete and gain points at Preliminary level 
only in Dressage Ireland competitions or unregistered 
dressage competitions.   

As per previous grades and in addition: 
• Demonstrate an established ‘contact’. 
• Ride in good balance with an independent 

seat and not hinder the horses natural way 
of going. 

RC Novice 
They may compete and gain points up to and including 
Novice level in Dressage Ireland competitions or 
unregistered dressage competitions. 

As per previous grades and in addition: 
• Show the beginnings of Impulsion. 
• Ride in balance with good use of weight 

aids. 
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RC Elementary 
They may compete and gain points up to and including 
Elementary level in Dressage Ireland competitions or 
unregistered dressage competitions. 

As per previous grades and in addition: 
• Demonstrate impulsion and straightness. 
• Ride with effective weight aids. 

RC Medium 

They may compete at any level in Dressage Ireland, or 
unregistered dressage competitions. 
 

As per previous grades and in addition: 
• Demonstrate collection. 
• Ride with weight aids that positively influence 

and enhance the horse’s natural way of going. 

 
**** NOT FOR PUBLICATION IN FINAL DOCUMENT **** 
Other notes for consideration for implementing change: 
 
* If we are to keep this criteria we must use higher level tests at this grade as currently Open riders tend to 

be asked to ride only the higher level Novice tests.  There is often little distinction between the Advanced 
Intermediate tests and the Open tests.  If we do not raise the technical difficulty of tests then an 
alternative criterion must be described such as 

  
“They may compete and gain points at Preliminary and Novice levels in Dressage Ireland competitions on 
the understanding that after achieving 150 points they should upgrade to adv. Open.” 

 
 

• Organisational change of this kind will take time to implement and education will be key.  In order to be 
effective in change we need to ensure we have sufficiently detailed criteria along with an adequate 
infrastructure through which we can apply and monitor the change, i.e. sufficient numbers of tests for 
each level, appropriate and practical monitoring systems. 
 

• Descriptors for Collective marks in AIRC tests need to reflect the grade they are intended for to support 
judges understanding of what is asked at each grade 

o This perhaps leads to development of more tests specifically for each grade?? 
o Gives judges opportunity to comment on rider’s ability against demands of graded test. 

 
• May be hard to monitor levels at which riders compete outside of AIRC as Dressage Ireland (DI) designate 

points to horses, not riders therefore you have to know horse’s registered name to track riders.  This will 
also add to existing administrative tasks which may not be practical? 
 

• Some form of training at national and regional levels would be of benefit to educate the following groups: 
o Riders 
o Coaches / grading officers 
o Judges 

It may be possible to address coaches, grading officers and judges together at national level to cover 
more of the detail and educate riders on a more informal basis possibly via trickle down at regional 
level through the coaches / officers and judges. 

 


